
ABERDOUR BOAT CLUB 
The Shore | Aberdour | Burntisland | Fife | KY3 0TY 

 

Please reply to: 
Charles Weedon 
Hon Secretary, Aberdour Boat Club 
The Shore, Aberdour, KY30TY 
or 
chas.weedon@gmail.com 

                 Mob: 07834827375 
     
                                                                                                                               Date  
 
Thank you for your enquiry about Aberdour Boat Club. I enclose a copy of the Club’s constitution and an 
application form.  
 
The club was founded in 1930 and has approximately 140 members at present with a variety of boats, 
mainly fin or bilge keel yachts, kayaks and some motorboats. The sailing season runs from April to 
October with a varied programme of club and inter-club racing as well as cruises in company and the 
annual Regatta.  
 
There is a programme of monthly social evenings during the winter, usually on the last Friday of each 
month as well as a Christmas Party and Burns Supper.  
 
There is a considerable element of “self help” within the organisation of the club, which enables 
subscriptions to be kept low, but relies for its success on members volunteering to lend a hand, 
especially on work parties, when general maintenance of the facilities is undertaken. 
 
The Club works closely with the Pier & Harbour Committee of the Aberdour Residents’ Association. The 
Club owns the Clubhouse, Workshop and Middle Shed and slipway. The Club leases the Dinghy Park 
from the Earl of Morton and Bay Mooring rights from the Crown Estate. The Pier & Harbour Committee 
manages the pier and harbour on behalf of Fife Council. As a result, administration and charging is split 
between the Club and the Pier & Harbour Committee.  
 
Joining & Membership Fees –  
 

Category                                                                                As at Nov 24 Annual Fee Joining Fee 
Individual Boating – Individuals who participate in any on water 
activity 

£85 £72 

Family Boating – This accommodates a family or more than 2 cohabiting 
adults who all share the use of one boat. 

£110 £72 

Individual Social – For those who only participate in the social aspects of 
the Club 

£65 £72 

Family Social – This accommodates a family or more than 2 cohabiting 
adults 

£90 £72 

Cadet – Under 18 and not part of a family membership £30 £20 

Student- Over 18 and in full time education £30 £20 
 
Harbour moorings – these are administered by the Pier & Harbour Committee. Berths are restricted to 
boats less than 28 feet which are able to take the ground and are subject to availability. Mooring users 
are required to provide and maintain their own fore and aft chains and lines to attach to the heavy 
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ground chains (which are maintained by Aberdour Boat Club). The current charges are £3.00/ft per 
season (April to October).  
 
The Club administers the licensing of deep-water moorings in the bay. Bay mooring users are required 
to provide and maintain their own tackle and moorings. Use is restricted to the season (April to 
October) and an annual charge (currently £55.00) is payable to the Crown Estate. Bay mooring users are 
required to contribute to and assist with lifting and relaying of the bay moorings every three years, 
currently this is £100 for the lift and drop. Mooring spaces are subject to availability.  
The Club has a limited amount of mooring tackle for sale at cost price and can provide advice on other 
suppliers and suitable specifications etc. 
 
Craning in and out is organized bi-annually by the Club – the charge for the crane is split amongst the 
participating boats and is approximately £35 each way per boat and £35 per mast.  
 
Winter lay-up berths on the shore and pier are administered by the Pier & Harbour Committee (subject 
to availability) For further info email the HM or P&H Convenor. 
 
Dinghy Park Stowage: For smaller boats (dinghies and trailer sailers), winter storage may be available in 
the dinghy park for a small annual fee, between £20 to £30 depending on size. 
 
Storage facilities for tenders/outboards and trailers/cradles etc are administered by Aberdour Boat Club 
and subject to a small annual fee. 
 
Workshop lockers: There are lockers to rent inside the workshop at £10 per year. To rent, one must 
have a boat at Aberdour Boat Club. 
 
Pier access for parking is administered by the Pier & Harbour Committee and subject to a small annual 
fee. 
 
Please note that all moorings and storage facilities for dinghies, trailers etc are subject to application 
and availability. If you are interested in securing a Harbour Mooring, I would encourage you to make 
early contact with the Harbourmaster Ian MacFarlane (Tel. 07964 757102 or email 
ian.macfarlane@hotmail.co.uk) to establish availability. Bay mooring spaces are currently available, but 
you would need to make your own arrangements to lay a mooring in the designated area. (Please note 
that the moorings are next due to be lifted in winter for triennial repair and maintenance in 2027.)  
 
If you wish to apply for membership, please complete the form below and return it to me.  You will be 
provided with BACS details and asked to make an electronic payment on confirmation of your 
membership.   
 
On receipt, applications are published on the club’s notice board for seven days before being considered 
by the Committee at its next meeting. You do not necessarily need to not have a proposer/seconder at 
this stage, as you will be invited to an interview with the Committee. Cheques will be returned if your 
application is withdrawn or declined for any reason.  
 
Please let me know if you have any queries. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Charles Weedon 
chas.weedon@gmail.com 
 
 
 

mailto:chas.weedon@gmail.com


  



 

ABERDOUR BOAT CLUB 
The Shore | Aberdour | Burntisland | Fife | KY3 0TY 

 
 
Application for Membership Household/Couples/Boating/Student/ Cadet/Social 

*Delete as appropriate 
 

Personal Details 
Name: 
Address: 
Family Members (if wishing to use Club Facilities):  
 
ABC is a self-help club: it is 
important that members 
can contribute. Please 
indicate the areas you are 
willing to assist with 

General DIY   Grounds/gardening 
tasks 

 Moorings  

Rescue Boat 
maintenance 

 Social 
events 

 Admin  On water 
events 

 

Background to Application: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Details 
Home Tel: Work Tel: 
Mobile: E-mail: 
 
Boat Details 
Class: Name: Colour: 
Length: Draught: Beam: 
Rig: Engine: FYCA/PY: 
Preferred Summer Mooring: 
Preferred Winter Storage: 
 
Proposed & Seconded by the following ABC Members (if you do not currently know any existing 
members this will be completed after interview with the Committee) 
Proposer (print & sign) 
 
Seconder (print & sign) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Declaration 
1. I have read the ABC Data Protection Policy and I have no objection to my boat details, name, address, 

e-mail address and telephone contact details being maintained on a computer list for administrative 
purposes 

2. I agree to the following being published in the Club Handbook which is distributed to all members. . I 
understand that I can withdraw my consent at any time by giving written notice to the ABC DPO but 
that any current edition of the Handbook will not be redacted. 

 
• Delete information you do not wish to be published. 
 
*NAME                      *ADDRESS                   *PHONE NUMBER(S)               *EMAIL             
 
 
Signature ___________________                            Date ________________ 

 

 
 
 
 
Please Note: Mooring and storage facilities on Club property are subject to availability and separate 
annual charges to Aberdour Boat Club & Aberdour Pier & Harbour Committee. Details of current 
charges and arrangements are set out in the covering letter attached or otherwise on request. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

ABERDOUR BOAT CLUB 
The Shore | Aberdour | Burntisland | Fife | KY3 0TY 

 
 

Rules & Constitution (as amended Oct 2024) 
 
SECTION 1 – NAME AND PURPOSE 
 
1. The Club shall be called “Aberdour Boat Club” 
 
2.         The Headquarters of the Club shall be at Aberdour. 
  
3. The object of the Club shall be the encouragement of Boating in all its branches 
 
4. The Club burgee shall be Red, bearing a white fouled Anchor and Letters BC between the Flukes and the 

letter “A” above the Stock. 
 
5. All Regattas, Races or Matches shall be held under the Rules of the Royal Yachting Association, the 

International Yacht Racing Union or such other Rules as may be decided by the Committee from time to 
time. 

 
6. The Club shall be a non-profit making organisation. All income shall be used to further the objects of the 

Club, and to maintain or improve its facilities. Neither any surplus nor any of the assets of the Club shall he 
distributable to its Members. If the Club should ever be dissolved or wound up, and assets remaining after 
paying its debts shall be assigned by the Members to a local organisation having similar aims to those of the 
Club as presently constituted or, alternatively, a local charity. 

 
 
SECTION 2 – MEMBERSHIP 
 
Membership Categories 
 
7. The Club shall be composed of Full Members, Honorary Members, Associate Members, and Cadet 

Members. Membership is for leisure and not commercial activities. 
 
8. Full Members shall be over 18 years of age. They may be either: 
 

a.  Individual or Family Members. Family Members shall include one or two cohabiting adults and 
all children within their guardianship under 18 years of age.  
 

b. Boating or Social Members. All Club Members who are boat owners whose boats are moored in 
Aberdour Harbour or Bay, or kept on the Pier or on the Club’s premises, and all Members who 
regularly sail from Aberdour must be Boating Members. The Committee shall have discretion to 
require Social Members to become Boating Members on the latter grounds. 

 
 
9. Honorary Members may be elected at any Annual General Meeting of the Club for service to the Club. They 

shall not be liable for any Entrance Fee or Annual subscription. They are not full members and have no 
voting rights. 

 
10. Associate Membership shall be available to Clubs or Associations under the auspices of the Armed forces 

or Educational Bodies, etc. They are not full members and have no voting rights. 
 
11.  Cadet Members shall be under 18 years of age. They are not full members and have no voting rights.  
 

 



Voting Rights 
 
12. Only Full Members shall be able to vote and be eligible to hold office. It is expected that Full Members will 

hold themselves available to participate in aspects of Club Management, if requested. 
 

13. In each Family Membership that contains two adults, both adults may vote as individuals and separately 
hold a Club office. 

 
14. Social Members may not vote on any item solely relating to boating. 
 
Temporary Members 
 
15. The Committee shall have the power to elect Temporary Members for the maximum period of one month 

at any time. 
 
16. Persons attending Club events or Club premises as a guest of a Club Member, or with the authority of a 

Club Official, shall be deemed Temporary Members of the Club for the duration of the event. Temporary 
Membership will also extend to the Skippers and Crew of visiting yachts who have paid their Harbour Dues 
and have signed the Visitors Book for the duration of their visit. 

 
17. Temporary Members must comply with Rules relating to Liability and Conduct (Rules 23 to 26) but 

otherwise have no rights or obligations under the Club’s Rules. 
 
Applications, Subscriptions and Resignations 
 
18. Applications for admission shall be in writing and each application shall be signed by the Applicant and two 

Members and shall be accompanied by the appropriate entrance fee and subscription. The Secretary shall 
post the name of such applicant on the Notice Board on the Club House for a period of at least seven days 
before submitting the application to the Committee. The Committee shall then have power, at the first 
meeting held thereafter, to decide whether the applicant shall be elected. Election shall be by a majority of 
the Committee present at the meeting. 

 
19. Entry Money and the Annual Subscriptions shall be such sums as shall be fixed by the Members at the 

Annual General Meeting from time to time. No such sums will apply to (a) Honorary Members (b) Associate 
Members, and (c) Temporary Members. Reductions will apply to (a) Members over 80 years of age, and (b) 
Students over 18 years of age and in full time education.  
 

20. Members admitted after 1 August in any year shall not be liable for the Annual Subscription for that year 
and the subscription tendered with the application shall be set against the Annual Subscription for the 
following year. Where a past Member applies to re-join the Club, the Committee may consider the 
circumstances thereof and may, at its discretion, waive payment of further entry fee. 

 
21. Any Member wishing to resign their Membership may do so on giving a fortnight’s notice to the Secretary in 

writing, but they shall he liable for all arrears of Subscriptions and other claims which shall have become 
due up to the date on which they wish to resign and until these claims are met such resignation shall not be 
entertained; and said Member shall be held to have renounced all further claims on the funds, property and 
privileges of the Club. Any Member resigning before 15 December shall not be liable for the subscription for 
that year. Honorary Members may resign in like manner. 

 
22. The Annual Subscription Fee together with fixed charges shall become payable with effect from the Annual 

General Meeting or, in the case of members joining the Club after that date, on the date of the application 
together with the appropriate Entrance Fee. 

 
23. Members who fail to pay their Annual Subscription Fee by 29th December shall be deemed to have 

resigned from the Club subject to the Committee’s discretionary power in the case of extenuating 
personal circumstances. Following any such deemed resignation; such members shall be debarred from the 
use of the Club property or facilities, shall not take part in any proceedings of the Club and must return Club 
keys and any other Club property in their possession. Reinstatement of Club membership shall be subject to 
re-application and payment of the Annual Subscription Fee, subject to the Committee’s discretionary 
powers as defined in Rule 20. 

 
Liability and Conduct 



 
24. Members of the Club, their guests and visitors may use the Club premises and any other facilities of the 

Club, entirely at their own risk and implicitly accept that: 
 

a. The Club will not accept any liability for any damage to or loss of property belonging to Members, their 
guests or visitors to the Club; 

 
b. The Club will not accept any liability for personal injury arising out of the use of the Club premises, and 

any other facilities of the Club, or out of participation in any race organised by the Club, whether 
sustained by Members, their guests or visitors or caused by the said Members, guests or visitors, 
whether or not such damage or Injury could have been attributed to or was occasioned by the neglect, 
default or negligence of any of the Officers, Committee or servants of the Club; 

 
c. Before inviting any guests or visitors onto the premises, or to participate in events organized by the 

Club, Members will draw their attention to this rule. 
 
25. If the conduct of a Member, either in or out of the Club House shall, in the opinion of the Committee, be 

injurious to the character or interests of the Club, the Committee shall have the power to censure, suspend 
or otherwise deal with such a Member. 

 
26. Should a boat or any other Property belonging to the Club he damaged by any Member or crew of any 

Member’s boat, and should such damage occur through his or her fault or negligence, the expense of 
repairs and the amount of such damage shall be borne by such Member. 

 
27. The Club shall have power to expel any Member by ballot, at an Annual General or Special General Meeting 

only, the motion of expulsion, which shall he moved by the Chairman, shall not require to be seconded. A 
Member expelled shall ipso facto forfeit all rights and claims upon the Club, its Property and Funds. 

 
 
SECTION 3 – MEETINGS OF THE CLUB 
 
28. The Senior Officer present shall take the Chair at all meetings of the Club and Committee, and should no 

Officer be present, the Meeting shall elect a Chairman, who shall have a deliberative role as well as a 
casting vote and he shall countersign Minutes of all Meetings. 

 
29. The Secretary shall convene all Meetings of the Club and Committee, minute proceedings, conduct 

correspondence, preserve all Club Books and Papers and generally conduct the business of the Club in 
accordance with the direction of the Committee. He shall keep a Roll of members of the Club and a Club 
Register of Yachts belonging to Members and those Books must be produced at all General Meetings. 

 
30. The Annual General Meeting shall he held in the period from mid October to mid November. Seven days’ 

notice shall he given by circular. Twenty Full Members shall form a quorum. 
 
31. At least seven days prior to the Annual General Meeting, the Secretary shall circulate the Minutes of the 

previous Annual General Meeting to the membership. 
 
32. A Special General Meeting may be called by the Committee or on the requisition in writing of at least ten 

Full Members, the object of such Meeting being specified, and at least forty-eight hours notice being given 
(except in the case of an alteration of Rules which is dealt with in Rule 26). Twenty Full Members shall form 
a quorum. 

 
 
SECTION 4 – COMMITTEE AND OFFICERS 
 
33. The affairs of the Club shall be managed by a Committee consisting of the Commodore, Vice-Commodore, 

Rear Commodore (hereinafter referred to as the Flag Officers), Secretary, Treasurer and six Members, all to 
be elected at the Annual General Meeting.  

34. Under ideal circumstances, at least six members of the Committee shall be resident in the Parish of 
Aberdour. Should the Flag Officers agree, by majority that this will not be possible, they may request a 
waiver for the incoming Committee, for the following year only. Advance notice is to be given to the 



Membership for the upcoming AGM, and this waiver should be specifically drawn to their attention before 
voting on the new Committee members. This exception will lapse at the following AGM. 

35. Two of the six ordinary Committee Members shall retire annually. Exceptionally, if agreed by the individual 
and the Committee, a member can be requested to serve an extra year on the Committee. Committee 
members who retire shall be ineligible for re-election for a period of one year. The quorum at Committee 
meetings shall be five. An honorary Auditor shall be elected annually at the Annual General Meeting. 

 
36. The Committee shall undertake the general business of the Club and shall have control over the income and 

expenditure and over the property of the Club and shall have authority to purchase, hire and repair boats 
and to make arrangements for holding Regattas and Matches. In the event of a vacancy occurring on the 
Committee the remaining Members shall have power to appoint a Member to fill such vacancy until the 
next Annual General Meeting the Committee shall have the power to co-opt additional Members who shall 
have no voting power. 

 
37. The Treasurer shall pay all Accounts due by the Club, arising from activities which have been approved by 

the Committee. He shall also receive all monies of the Club and forthwith lodge same in the bank in name of 
the Club. He shall produce the bank Book at all General Meetings and have the Balance at Bank minuted. He 
shall prepare an Annual Balance Sheet closed on the last day of September each year, which, after having 
been checked and passed by the Auditor, must he brought up at the Annual General Meeting. At least seven 
days’ notice must be given to the Auditor that the Books are ready for him. A copy of the balance Sheet, 
after it has been passed at the Annual General Meeting, must be inserted in the Secretary’s Minute Book. 

 
38. No Sub—Committee or person other than the Treasurer shall be allowed expend or retain monies of the 

Club’s account without approval of the Committee, except in an emergency when a Flag Officer may grant 
permission. 

 
39. The Flag Officers, Secretary and Treasurer shall be the Trustees of the Club. The said Trustees shall have 

power to sign Leases, Moorings Agreements and any other Minutes of Agreement on behalf of the Club, as 
they may be authorised by the Club, to borrow money to finance specific projects approved by the Club. 

 
40. The Committee shall have power to make and enforce Bye-laws. 
 
 
SECTION 5 – ALTERATIONS TO THE RULES AND CONSTITUTION 
 
41. The Committee shall have authority to recommend alterations, additions or deletions to any of the 

foregoing Rules. The same rights shall extend to Full Members. Notice must be given in writing to the 
Secretary specifying the alterations proposed in order that it may be included in the Agenda of a General 
Meeting. Twenty-one days’ notice must be given in each case and two-thirds of the Full Members present 
at such Meeting must agree to such alteration. 
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